RAISING  THE SCHOOL AGE
into this country, which, it was alleged, had been produced
under slave conditions. Now Russia was a delicate matter
with the Prime Minister, and well the questioner knew it.
What was he going to do about this horrible condition of
things? The Prime Minister replied carefully, courteously,
that the statement that this timber was made under slave
conditions had not been proved and, in any case, it would
not be suitable for one sovereign and independent State to
request permission to inquire into the internal affairs of
another sovereign and independent State.
Then the interrogation took on a fiercer aspect, for the
young Tory Members joined in their favourite pastime of
baiting the Prime Minister, who became rather nettled at the
cross-fire of interjections. Meanwhile, Sir William Davison
was c tearing a passion to tatters/ and seemed almost as if
he was about to cross the floor to lay violent hands on the
Prime Minister. The tumult grew ; the shouting and gesticula-
tion culminated in the questioner demanding the adjournment
of the House to discuss this disgraceful scandal.
The form in which the motion was made raised a shout of
derisive laughter from Labour Members, who had sat through
the tumult with growing impatience. This annoyed the
mover, and when he looked reproachfully over his glasses to
rebuke the offenders, the laugh rang out anew. At last the
Speaker took a hand in the game and destroyed the Tory hope
of a lively debate by pointing out that the motion was out of
order under the oft-quoted Standing Order No. 10. Sir William
Davison was unwilling to accept the Speaker's ruling, and
another stormy scene arose, but the Speaker remained tactfully
firm, and the inquisitive quidnunc subsided grunting.
The House then proceeded to the first Order of the Day
which was the Education BilL The main question was the
raising of the school age. To accomplish, this piece of legisla-
tion every Socialist Member was pledged. The Labour Party
regards Education as the first and most important item on
its programme. It has demanded equality of opportunity in
Education and no one more enthusiastically than MacDonald
himself. They were anxious to raise the school-leaving age,
not only because it would open the door to improved cultural
standards, but for the economic reason that the withdrawal
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